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Course Proposal and Description 

 

Di Di  

 

Course Title: Exploring Modern China 

Course Instructor: Di Di  

Level of Course: Upper Division Undergraduate Seminar (300/400 level) 

 

Description of the Course: 

 

As China continues to develop rapidly, many students are curious to learn more about this nation 

and how China differs from Western societies. This course, Exploring Modern China, will 

provide students with a social and scientific understanding of China’s many institutions. As a 

key foundation of the course, students will examine the ways in which China’s historical 

traditions, expanding economy and global influence contribute new empirical evidence and 

sociological theories to the field of sociology. Students will also gain an understanding of the 

differences between China and other Western societies, particularly with regard to 

methodological challenges of conducting research in China.  

 

There are three goals of the course, which are to: 

1. Provide students with a comprehensive understanding of China through a sociological 

lens.  

2. Connect sociological theories of race, ethnicity, gender, religion, stratification and 

education to the empirical observation of China.  

3. Inform students of the potential challenges of conducting research in China, and to give 

students practical tools for conducting research in China.  

 

To achieve these goals, students will complete three in-depth assignments: (1) a reflection 

activity about how their perceptions of China change throughout the semester; (2) a one-on-one 

interview with a Chinese member of the university community who moved to the US in the last 

two years; and (3) a team project to design and propose a study about a social problem in China.  

 

Summary of Course Topics: 

 

Week1:   Introduction to the Class: A Multi-Faced Contemporary China1 

Week 2:  Collective Memories: The Start of PRC, Big Leap, and Great Cultural Revolution2 

Week 3:  Reform and Growth: The Development of Modern China 

Week 4:  A Divided China: Rural China 

Week 5:  A Divided China: Urban China 

Week 6:  The Chinese Culture: Legacy and Recreation3 

Week 7:  Race, Ethnicity, Migration, and Immigration in China 

                                                      
1 Before the first class, students are assigned two YouTube videos. The first video describes Shanghai, one of the modern and 

economically developed city in China (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kI3Oc-sxSoA). The second video describes the 

struggles of poor children in rural China (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22cDgXj6K98). Through this assignment, students 

would know that there is not a one stereotypical image of China.  
2 Students will read The Red Guard Generation and Political Activism in China by Guobin Yang (2016).  
3 We will also cover the topic of guanxi—a controversial legacy of Confucianism that with important ethical considerations.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kI3Oc-sxSoA)
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Week 8:  Gender and Sexuality in China4 

Week 9:  Stratification and Mobility in China 

Week 10:Restriction and Agency: Civil Society and Social Movements in China  

Week 11:  Restriction and Agency: The Rival of Religion in China5 

Week 12:  China in Globalization: A Globalized Scientific Community? 

Week 13:  China in Globalization: The Rise of Consumer Culture 

Week 14:  Stories from the Field: A Methodological Reflection on Doing Fieldwork in China 

Week 15:  Final Reflection and Students’ Final Presentations6  

 

                                                      
4Students will read chapters from Leftover Women: The Resurgence of Gender Inequality in China by Leta Hong Fincher (2014). 
5 In this week, students will read chapters from Religion in China: Survival and Revival Under Communist Rules by Fenggang 

Yang (2011).  
6 Some students may have opportunities to study abroad in China and have the opportunity to execute this research proposal.   


