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Course Proposal and Description 

 

Di Di  

 

Course Title: Sociology of Gender  

Course Instructor: Di Di  

Level of Course: Upper Division Undergraduate Seminar (300/400 level) 

 
Description of the Course: 

 

In modern society, many individuals perceive gender differences as biological in nature; that is, 

characteristics between men and women are often understood as genetically- or biologically-

determined. However, is gender really biological? How do social meanings become attached to 

gender differences? Why are there more stay-at-home moms than stay-at-home dads? Why do 

fewer women (when compared to men) pursue careers in science, technology, engineering, and 

mathematics (STEM)? What are gendered spaces and how are they constructed? This class will 

explore these questions and others related to gender in society by providing students the 

opportunity to re-examine gender from a sociological perspective.  

 

There are three goals of the course, which are to:  

 

1. Expose students to important concepts and theories of gender in sociology.  

2. Encourage students to examine and resolve real-world gender issues.  

3. Reflect critically on how gender influences people’s everyday lives.  

 

Students will utilize both theoretical and empirical readings to broaden their understanding of 

gender, as well as engage in discussions and interactive assignments. At the beginning of the 

semester, students will participate in a group discussion and reflection of how gender manifests 

itself in their daily lives. At the end of the semester, they will complete the same reflection 

activity and evaluate what they learned about gender during the course. Other in-class activities 

including conducting a mini content analyses of the comments under pop stars’ official Facebook 

pages. The class will identify how Facebook users adopt possibly gendered words when 

commenting on pop-starts. Through activities such as this, students re-examine gender from a 

sociological perspective. 

 

Students will also do a mini-fieldwork assignment in which they observe an on-campus social 

setting, such as a classroom, cafe, or gym; they will reflect on how gender emerges in the chosen 

context. Finally, students will propose a project that examines a gender-related issue of their 

choice.  

 

Abbreviated Syllabus of Course Topics:  

Week 1: Course Introduction and Reflective Exercises: How Is Gender Manifested in Our Daily 

Lives? 

Week 2: Theories on Social Inequality: Structure and Agency 

Week 3: Understanding Gender: A Social Construction Perspective 

Week 4: Fundamental Theories: Gender as a Role? 



 2 

Week 5: Fundamental Theories: Doing Gender 

Week 6: Fundamental Theories: Performing Gender1 

Week 7: The “Content” of Gender: Masculinity and Femininity2  

Week 8: Gender and Sexuality3 

Week 9: Intersectionality: Gender, Race, and Class4 

Week 10: Gender in Social Settings: Gender in the Family5 

Week 11: Gender in Social Settings: Gender in Workplace 

Week 12: Gender in Social Settings: Gender and Science 

Week 13: Gender in Social Settings: Gender and Religion  

Week 14: Western Feminism Only?: Gender Outside the West 

Week 15: Concluding Remarks and Reflective Exercises: How Does Gender Manifest in Our 

Daily Lives6 

 

 

                                                      
1 Select chapters from Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity, by Judith Butler (2016).  
2 Select chapters from Masculinity by Connell R. W. (1995).  
3 Select chapters from Just One of the Guys? Transgender Men and the Persistence of Gender Inequality by Kristen Schilt (2010) 

and from Dude, You’re A Fag by C. J. Pascoe (2007).  
4 Select chapters from Women without Class: Girls, Race, and Class by Julie Bettie (2003). 
5 Students will read Promises I Can Keep: Why Poor Women Put Motherhood before Marriage by Kathryn Edin and Maria J. 

Kefalas (2005).  
  


