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Mentoring Schedule 

(Designed for undergraduate research assistant in Fall 2017) 

 

Instructor: Di Di (PhD Candidate)  Day: Monday-Friday 

Office: Lovett Hall 402A Place: Lovett Hall 402a 

Office Phone: x2841 Email: di.di@rice.edu 

 

 
Learning Outcome:  

1. Students will demonstrate an understanding of research ethics involving human subjects. 

2. Students will exhibit a comprehensive understanding of qualitative research 

methodology. 

3. Students will establish the ability to use basic skills in data analysis. 

4. Students will use social scientific methodologies to propose independent studies. 

 

Schedule: 

 

Section 1: Research Ethics and Human Subject Training (1 week)  

 

During this week, I will introduce the students to the work flow and proper procedures for social 

scientific research to protect the confidentiality of research respondents. They will be required to 

complete the human subject training online, achieving an average score of 80% or above. 

 

Section 2: Introduction of My Research (1 week) 

 

Students will gain a deeper understanding of my research in this week. Specifically, I will 

introduce the research questions, research sites, and methodologies comprising my dissertation 

project. In addition, I will clearly explain the different techniques involved in my qualitative 

research and the rationale behind my choice of research sites.  

 

Required Reading: Dissertation Research Proposal 

 

Assignment: Students will write a one-page memo answering the following questions: (1) What 

aspects most drew you to this research assistant position? (2) What are your expectations of this 

position? (3) How do you think your course work or personal interest is related to my 

dissertation topic? 

 

Section 3: Transcription (3 weeks)  

 

Students will understand the whole “journey” of an interview, from obtaining the respondents’ 

consent to record, to recording interview(s), and finally transcribing interviews. The research 

assistants will already be familiar with interview transcripts and transcribing interviews on their 

own.  

 

Required Reading: Five interview transcripts (transcribed in Fall 2016 and Spring 2017) from 

each research site 
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Assignment: Students will write a one-page memo answering the following questions: (1) What 

are the research questions of my project? (2) To what extent do the interviews answer these 

questions? (3) What are the common themes emerging from the interviews that you have read? 

 

Section 4: Participant Observation (2 weeks)  

 

The research assistants will gain an understanding of how participant observation and interview 

are both essential to qualitative research. Specifically, they will learn (1) Why do researchers 

conduct participant observation? (2) What are the limitations of interviews and how can 

participant observation complement such limitations? (3) To what extent do the roles of 

researchers (insider versus outsider) impact the power dynamics within participant observation? 

 

Required Reading: Participant observation notes from each research site 

 

Assignments: Mid-term check in due at the end of this section. (In this evaluation, students are 

encouraged to write a one-page memo answering the following questions: (1) What have you 

learned through my mentorship? (2) What are the strengths of my mentorship style? (3) In what 

ways could my mentorship style be improved? (The memo will be kept CONFIDENTIAL. I will 

NOT disclose it to anyone within or outside of our research team. Students are encouraged to 

schedule one-on-one meetings with me if they are more comfortable with a personal 

conversation).  

 

Section 5: Data Analysis (3 weeks) 

 

In this section, the students will be exposed to data analysis. They will gain a basic 

understanding of themes and codes emerging from interview data. They will also gain a solid 

understanding of what inter-coder reliability means.  

 

Assignments: Analyzing qualitative interviews in progressive steps 

 

Section 6: Generating Arguments (2 weeks) 

 

In this section, I will guide the undergraduate students in generating arguments from the coded 

interviews. Progressively, the students will learn how to theorize qualitative data.  

 

Required readings: In-progress dissertation chapters (confidential) 

 

Assignments: A two-page memo that discusses (1) the common themes emerging from the 

qualitative interviews; (2) the relationship among these themes 

 

Section 7: Proposing Independent Studies (2 weeks) 

 

In this section, in addition to fulfilling the requirements of the research assistant, I will encourage 

students to use the substantive and methodological skills they have obtained them to propose 

their independent studies tackling real-life problems.  
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Assignment 1: A one-page proposal of an independent study  

 

Assignment 2: A one-page description of the methodology and data that will be used in the 

independent studies  

 

Section 8: Concluding Remarks (1 week) 

In this section, I briefly introduce other methodologies not covered in my dissertation research 

project. We will also discuss the next steps for the students’ professional growth.   

  


